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The third volume overlaps somewhat with the other two but approaches the disorders of calcium metabolism from the physiological rather than the clinical angle. Thus instead of discussing osteoporosis and osteomalacia as such, it examines the effects on calcium metabolism, of gastrectomy, of steatorrhcea, of liver cirrhosis, of hypervitaminosis D, hypercalciuria and the like. Although somewhat less attractive than volume II, it contains a great deal of very interesting and valuable material.
These volumes deserve a wide circulation though it is to be feared that the language barrier will limit their appeal in this country. Perhaps in due course an English translation will appear.
B NORDIN
The Management of Cerebrovascular Disease by John Marshall MD FRcP(Ed) MRCP(Lond) DPM pp vii + 199 illustrated 40s London: J & A Churchill 1965 Progress in medicine often occurs in a sudden crescendo following the re-appraisal of previously known facts to which little importance had been attached. The 'new' facts of extracranial stenotic cerebrovascular disease were no exception: in fact Willis described some of them in 1684! However, the twin advances in radiography and surgery led to fresh thought about every aspect of cerebrovascular disease. Early and perhaps too naive hopes about fresh methods of treatment have not been fulfilled and, in the present pause for thought, a review of the subject is welcome. Since British clinicians and scientists have played a large part in recent advances it is appropriate that the review should come from this country and in particular from Dr John Marshall, whose personal contribution is generally recognized. Dr Marshall writes clearly and succeeds in the task, by no means easy, of appealing both to the specialist and to the general practitioner. The book contains a useful introduction to the complex physiology of flow in vessels and includes an excellent chapter on pathology by Dr Crawford and Dr Crompton. These are the facts upon which future research must be based. More than this, however, the principles of practical management of 'strokes' are stated simply and should be of great value to the general practitioner. Dr Marshall re-emphasizes the importance of clinical diagnosis of the probable site and nature of the lesion, whether it is due to thrombosis, embolism or hcmorrhage, before any rational decision can be made about investigation and treatment. He reminds us that the clinician turns out to be wrong rather more often than he suspects. Some may feel that the statistical evidence collected in favour of the use of anticoagulants for the 'stroke-in-evolution' is hardly strong enough to fire with enthusiasm those who are responsible for maintaining the patients on anticoagulants. In the section on the interpretation of bruits and ophthalmodynamometry, the usefulness of carotid compression as a diagnostic aid is stressed but a word of caution about the risks of this would be in place. The 'transient ischwmic attack' presents considerable difficulty in management and most physicians would agree with Dr Marshall's subdivision of the most likely causes of this; insufficiency, whether due to systemic hypotension or to some local cause; and embolism, whether due to cholesterol or fibrin-platelet emboli. He draws attention to a small group of patients, sometimes overlooked, in which transient ischaemic attacks may occur during hypertensive crises. Though few simple rules of management as yet exist, this book is a good guide to investigation that is not meddlesome and treatment that is no more hazardous than the rather grim natural history of 'strokes'. ROGER This new textbook of dental histology has been written for the student and, as a reference book, for the practitioner. It seems questionable whether these two widely different objectives can be entirely reconciled. Part I of the book is devoted to inheritance and development. Part II deals with the teeth themselves and the supporting structures, and Part III with 'Other organs of the Para-oral and Paranasal Cavities'. Regrettably, the reviewer was until then ignorant of the existence of 'para-oral cavities'. Part IV is devoted to histochemistry.
There is an abundance of illustrations, mostly excellent photomicrographs, though there are one or two rather primitive drawings. Most of the pages are filled with at least as much illustration as text. The text is usually clear and to the point, but occasional chapters, such as that on tissue changes following extractions are perhaps too long.
The author has made a praiseworthy attempt to link anatomy with pathological changes; it is unfortunate that these attempts are so sporadic and ineffective, if not actually misleading.
The overall impression, therefore, is that this is an exceptionally well-illustrated work in a field where illustration is all-important. The sections on genetics, embryology and histochemistry are
